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Chief Executive Officer 
Muskoka Algonquin Healthcare

A Message from Barry Lockhart  

The generous support residents have shown to the South Muskoka Memorial Hospital Site over the years has been unwavering.  Your donations 
have raised millions of dollars, most recently in support of the highly successful The Picture of Health campaign.   

That community support has allowed Muskoka Algonquin Healthcare (MAHC) to acquire a much needed CT Scanner and complete a compre-
hensive renovation to our diagnostic imaging (DI) department that has already paid dividends through greatly enhanced patient care.  

We are now preparing to move into the next phase of development in the DI department as we convert our entire organization to a digital imaging 
system, commonly known as PACS (Picture Archiving and Communication System).  Both the Bracebridge and Huntsville Hospital Foundations 
are in full support of this exciting initiative.   

Education has always been a focus for our organization, but it took on a whole new meaning this past year as MAHC welcomed the first group 
of students from the Northern Ontario School of Medicine.  The six students completed an eight-month placement by working side by side with 
MAHC physicians and other allied health professionals to gain valuable hands-on experience.  

The program is a key component of the studentsÕ curriculum, but it also has the potential to play a significant role in MAHCÕs recruitment 
strategy.  ItÕs hoped that by exposing students to our facilities and communities, it will dramatically increase the likelihood that they will choose 
to set up their practice here upon graduation.

The students have also seen first hand the success of the Family Health Teams (FHT) established in our area, which bring together different 
healthcare providers under a single umbrella group to coordinate the highest possible quality of healthcare for patients. The Cottage Country 
FHT, which serves residents in Bracebridge, Gravenhurst and surrounding communities, is a prime example of how this team approach to 
primary healthcare services can make a positive impact on the quality of care.

ItÕs important to recognize that the way healthcare services are provided is constantly evolving.  Better treatments mean faster healing and less 
time in hospital.  New equipment can accomplish routine tasks in minutes instead of hours or days.  There is also a greater degree of coordination 
of services and cooperation between hospitals that springs from the fact that not every hospital can provide all services to everyone.  

While there are basic services that all hospitals should provide, there is also tremendous benefit to centralizing certain services to particular sites.  
While this may translate into additional travel for some patients, it also creates centres of excellence with enhanced expertise and appropriate 
levels of care.

MAHCÕs commitment to enhancing the quality of patient care remains a constant financial 
challenge, especially when costs to provide those services often escalate faster than the dollars 
coming in.  

2008 has been a challenging year for many Ontario hospitals struggling to strike a balance 
between fiscal responsibility and appropriate service levels.  MAHC continues to seek out new and 
more efficient ways to provide the high level of service to the communities we serve, while 
working closely with our funding partners, the Ministry of Health and Long-Term Care and the 
North Simcoe Muskoka Local Health Integration Network.

While financial uncertainty is a recurring theme among most hospitals, we are grateful that so too 
is the generous support provided to our organization through the South Muskoka Hospital Founda-
tion (SMHF).  Once again, thank you for your ongoing support of MAHC through the SMHF.  We 
remain committed to our mission of ÔProudly serving our communities through quality health-
careÕ. 

 

South Muskoka Hospital Foundation Mission Statement 
="&,2";-13&4%*2-$*?.3&7-0*04-*.&(#,,"2$&$"&!"#$%&'#()")*&'3>"2-*.&+"(,-$*.&!-$3&7"2&4*,-$*.&,2"S34$(C&3T#-,>30$&*01&03<&

$34%0"."65&*(&<3..&*(&($*77&31#4*$-"0&$"&30%*043&,*$-30$&4*238
&

="&(#,,"2$&$%3&->,2";3>30$&"7&%3*.$%4*23&-0&!"#$%&'#()")*&7"2&,32>*030$&*01&(3*("0*.&23(-130$(8

 

1362850

!"#$""%&'()"%*+&

 

Demand for hometown treatment grows at Oncology Clinic
H$U(&*&(,34-*.&,.*43C&$#4)31&*<*5&?3%-01&$%3&3>3263045&13,*2$>30$C&*01&0"$&
*..&$%*$&<3..& )0"<0&-0&$%3&4">>#0-$5&(-043&-$&",3031&7"#2&53*2(&*6"8&V$&
!"#$%&'#()")*& '3>"2-*.&+"(,-$*.&!-$3U(&W04"."65&X.-0-4C&%",3C&(#,,"2$C&
*01&(>-.3(&*23&>3$31&"#$&*(&236#.*2.5&*(&4%3>"$%32*,5&"2&?.""1&,2"1#4$(8&
=%-(&$<"N2"">&4.-0-4&(33(&";32&*&$%"#(*01&;-(-$(&*&53*2&72">&"#$,*$-30$(&<%"C&
13(,-$3&(#7732-06&72">&$%3-2&(5>,$">(&*01&$%3&73*2&$%*$&*44">,*0-3(&$%3&
1-*60"(-(&"7&4*0432C&7-01&4">7"2$&-0&$%3&%3.,7#.C&#,?3*$&>31-4*.&($*77C&$%3&
'#()")*&?*0032&>#2*.&$%*$&*1"20(&$%3&<*..(C&*01&$%3&(#,,"2$&*01&*1;-43&
72">&"$%32&,*$-30$(8

=%3& 4.-0-4U(& "0.5& 7#..N$->3& 0#2(-06& ($*77C& Y*$%5& =%">*(C& Z8[8C& 6233$(& %32&
,*$-30$(& <-$%& *& (>-.3& *01& >*)3(& $%3>& *(& 4">7"2$*?.3& *(& ,"((-?.3& ?37"23&
?36-00-06&$%3-2&$23*$>30$8&'"($&4">3&$"&$%3&4.-0-4&0*\;3&$"&4*0432&$23*$>30$C&
(*5(&Y*$%5C&*01&3*4%&(3((-"0&4*0&$*)3&*05<%323&72">&MK&>-0#$3(&$"&(-B&%"#2(8&
H0&.-6%$&"7&$%-(C&$%3&2"">&-(&13(-6031&<-$%&4">7"2$&-0&>-01C&<-$%&*&4%"-43&"7&
$%233& 234.-032N($5.3& 4%*-2(& *01& $%233& ?31(8& =%323U(& *& =]C& ^]^& ,.*532& *01&
>";-3(&1"0*$31&?5&$%3&4">>#0-$58&V&0#2(3C&_#03&X*-20(&*01&%32&("0&Y#2$&`&
*0&W0$*2-"&X"..363&"7&V2$&($#130$&*$&$%3&$->3C&,*-0$31&$%3&>#2*.C&13,-4$-06&
.-73& "0& $%3& .*)3(& -0& '#()")*8& E93& <*0$31& (">3$%-06& 0"0N4.-0-4*.& *01&
$5,-4*..5& '#()")*CG& 3B,.*-0(& Y*$%58& EV& ."$& "7& ,*$-30$(& 4">>30$& "0& -$8G&
]".#0$332(& (#,,"2$& $%3& 4.-0-4& ?5& %3.,-06& "#$& *01& $%3& +"(,-$*.& V#B-.-*25&
,2";-13(&,2*4$-4*.&-$3>(&(#4%&*(&%".132(&7"2&-07#(32&,#>,(&*(&<3..&*(&>"2*.3N
?""($-06&-$3>(&(#4%&*(&%*$(&*01&4*,(&7"2&,*$-30$(&<%"&."(3&$%3-2&%*-28

=%3&4.-0-4&-(&*&(*$3..-$3&"7&$%3&!#1?#25&Z36-"0*.&+"(,-$*.&X*0432&a2"62*>C&
*.("& )0"<0& *(& $%3& ["2$%3*($320& W0$*2-"& Z36-"0*.& X*0432& a2"62*>8& E93&
7".."<&$%3-2&,2"$"4".(&*01&$%35&$2*-0&#(CG&3B,.*-0(&Y*$%58&Z3732231&$"&*(&E*&
4">>#0-$5&430$23CG&$%3&W04"."65&X.-0-4&1"3(0U$&"7732&$%3&(*>3&23,32$"-23&"7&
$23*$>30$(&*(&"03&"7&$%3&.*2632&4*0432&430$23(8

Eb*4%&,*$-30$&-(&(330&?5&*0&"04"."6-($CG&Y*$%5&3B,.*-0(C&E*01&$23*$>30$&,.*0(&
*23&(,34-7-4&$"&$%*$&-01-;-1#*.8&V05"03&"0&4.-0-4*.&$2-*.(&7"2&12#6&$%32*,5C&7"2&
3B*>,.3C&%*(&$"&?3&$23*$31&*$&*&4*0432&430$238G&H$U(&0"$&$%3&$5,3&"7&4*0432&$%*$&
13$32>-03(& <%3$%32& *& ,*$-30$& 4*0& #(3& $%3-2& 4">>#0-$5& 430$23C& Y*$%5&
3B,.*-0(C&-$U(&$%3&$5,3&"7&$23*$>30$C&$%3&($*63&"7&$23*$>30$C&*01&$%3&12#68&=%3&
"04"."6-($C&*(("4-*$31&<-$%&*&.*2632&4*0432&430$23C&23$*-0(&$%3-2&2".3&*(&$%3&
,2->*25&4*23&,%5(-4-*0&<%-.3&^28&H*00*0$#"0"C&"0&($*77&*$&!"#$%&'#()")*C&
(#,32;-(3(&$%3&$23*$>30$&*01&*((3((3(&?.""1&<"2)8

=%3&,*$-30$&2"($32&-(&4">,2-(31&>*-0.5&"7&*23*&23(-130$(&"7&'#()")*C&-04.#1N
-06&(">3&"7&$%3&(#>>32&23(-130$(8&E=%35&"7$30&2343-;3&$23*$>30$&3.(3<%323C&
?#$& <*0$& $"& (,301& T#*.-$5& $->3& *$& $%3& 4"$$*63CG& Y*$%5& 3B,.*-0(8& V6*-0C&
13,301-06& "0& $%3& $23*$>30$C& (%3& 4*0& *1>-0-($32& $%3-2& 12#6(& "2& ,2";-13&
(#,,"2$-;3&4*23C&(#4%&*(&1-(4"0034$-06&*&,#>,&"2&7.#(%-06&.-03(8

Kathy Thomas infuses her own brand of  positivity 
into her patient’s treatments at the South Muskoka 

Hospital Site’s Oncology Clinic.
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Inside story:
! &New system to enhance CT technology



A Message from Colin Miller 
Executive Director,  South Muskoka Hospital Foundation 

PUT YOURSELF IN 

THE PICTURE OF HEALTH 
SOUTH MUSKOKA HOSPITAL FOUNDATION 
75 Ann Street, Bracebridge, Ontario  P1L 2E4

705.645.4400 ext. 193

Over the past year, the South Muskoka 
Hospital Foundation was able to continue 
to make a real difference in the lives of 
our patients because of the generous 
support from our community.  

It was another year of record breaking 
support.  Our Annual Campaign and Capi-
tal Campaigns both achieved record 
revenues while the Dave Ellis Pro-Am 
Golf Tournament celebrated 21 consecu-
tive years of golfers spending a day on the 
links supporting South Muskoka Hospital 
Foundation.  There were many other third-party events and fundraisers -- too numerous 
to list here -- that all contributed to making 2007 one of our best fundraising years ever.

These fundraising successes have enabled the Foundation to transfer more than $2.1 
million to the Hospital over the last 12 months.  Without this funding there are patient 
care and clinical programs and equipment that would otherwise not be available. Most 
importantly, we continue to use your funds efficiently.  We are proud that our fundrais-
ing costs are among the lowest in the industry, making South Muskoka Hospital Foun-
dation stand out as one of the most efficient fundraising organizations in Canada.

The achievements of the past year allow us to move forward with full force toward 
accomplishing even more in support of healthcare in South Muskoka.  The 
FoundationÕs Board of Directors has recently committed to a five-year strategic plan 
that continues to position healthcare philanthropy as a top priority for our growing 
community.

Thank you for your donations that are helping South Muskoka Hospital Foundation to 
achieve its mission:  To support the improvement of healthcare in South Muskoka for 
permanent and seasonal residents.

J. Douglas Lamb
Chair

George Reid
Vice-Chair

Chris Gun-Munro
Treasurer

Jeanette Eland
Director

George Edwards
Director

Helen Fox
Director

Guy Gagnon
Director

Jeff Hodges
Director

Barry Lockhart
Director

Beverley McCarthy
Director

Margaret Michalsk i
Director

Kent Phillips
Director

Cathie Turner
Director
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Special 
Fundraising Events

The Muskoka Transport Spare Tires 
hockey team gives annually to the 
Foundation from proceeds raised at 
their annual hockey tournament. 
Here, team members Kevin Chilvers 
(back row, left) and Jamie Beard-
more (back row, right) are shown 
with Mary Wilkins, volunteer with 
the Hospital Auxiliary, and Colin 
Miller.

Muskoka Transport staff members 
Jacky Finlayson (left) and Kelly 
Hammond (right) recently presented 
Colin Miller with the final payment of 
their pledge to The Picture of Health 
campaign comprised of proceeds from a 
variety of fundraising events.

The River Rats (a team 
comprised of SMMH staff) 
donate the proceeds to the 
Foundation from their 
various fundraising efforts 
throughout the year includ-
ing their Bike-a-thon, the 
Dragon Boat Races and 
50/50 draws.

Mark King, Gore Mutual Insurance 
Company (left) and Adam Shier, A.W. 
Shier Insurance Brokers (second from 
right) and Mike McKinnon, Gore 
Mutual Insurance Company (right) 
present a cheque to Foundation Chair, 
J. Douglas Lamb (second from left) for 
The Picture of Health campaign on 
behalf of A.W. Shier Insurance Brokers 
& Gore Mutual Insurance Company 
Foundation.

The Town of Bracebridge, 
represented by Mayor Don 
Coates (left), presents a 
cheque to Campaign 
Co-Chair Paul Hammond 
to support The Picture of 
Health campaign.

Name______________________________________________ 

Address ____________________________________________ 

City________________________________________________ 

Province _______________Postal Code __________________

Telephone___________________________________________ 

All donations are tax deductible and will be receipted. 
Registered Charitable No. 11915 7998 RR00011

Cheque enclosed 

Please charge my VISA 

Please charge my Mastercard

Please charge my American Express 

Cardholder Name_____________________________ 

Card Number ________________________________ 

Expiry Date _________________________________ 

Please send me information on making a gift in my will 

75 Ann Street, Bracebridge ON  P1L 2E4

Spring 2008

$25    $50   $100   $250 

$500   other $_________

My (our) cheque is enclosed in the amount of: 

I/we have made a provision for a bequest in our will 

 Please discontinue future mailings 
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By now, most of the South Muskoka community has heard 
something about The Picture of Health campaign Ð the 
fundraising initiative to pay for the new CT scanner and 
facilities upgrade at the South Muskoka Memorial Hospi-
tal Site in Bracebridge.

Everyone - from ten-year-old Rachel Tilson (who raised 
funds by knitting headbands) to large corporations with 
operations in Muskoka Ð has recognized the value of 
up-to-date technology like CT and supported the cause in 
droves. To date, more than $4.8 million has been raised.

ÒThe community recognizes the impact of giving to their 
hospital,Ó says J. Douglas Lamb, Chair of the South 
Muskoka Hospital Foundation (SMHF). ÒThey know that 
we need up-to-date technology to keep our hospital viable 
and to attract quality healthcare practitioners. They recog-
nize that this is essential technology that better equips our 
physicians to save lives. And they know that the future of 
our community depends on a strong hospital.Ó

Colin Miller, Executive Director of the SMHF, 
confirms the generosity of the seasonal and 
year-round residents and businesses in South 
Muskoka and adds: ÒThe community has been 
extremely generous and, as a result, weÕve 
received a significant number and size of gifts. 
To date, weÕve received 13 gifts of over 
$100,000, 15 gifts from $50,000 to $99,999, 
36 gifts of $25,000 to $49,999 and 53 gifts of 
between $10,000 and $24,999.Ó

Paul Hammond, one of the co-chairs of The 
Picture of Health campaign cabinet, credits 
the hard work of his cabinet. ÒThey hit the 
pavement and got the word out. And the 
results show. IÕm proud that weÕve been able 
to move forward so quickly with this project. 
Having said that, thereÕs still a ways to go yet. 
I encourage anyone who hasnÕt provided a gift 
to the campaign to consider doing so now.Ó

The Foundation has been asked to continue 
their fundraising efforts to include an addi-
tional project that complements the CT tech-
nology. The Picture Archiving Communica-
tion System (PACS) enables the complex digi-
tal information gathered by the CT scanner 
and other diagnostic imaging equipment to be 
transmitted over long distances. PACS allows 
for various experts in distant locations to view 
digital imaging information and provide treat-
ment options. Other advantages of this system 
include reduced wait times and the elimination 
of the need for film, which requires storage, 
transportation by mail or courier, and can be 
lost or damaged.  

ÒAnything that helps our patients to receive 
faster and more accurate diagnoses and helps 
them obtain the best in healthcare,Ó says Ham-
mond, ÒthatÕs what we want too.Ó

Campaign home stretch 
incorporates new system 
to enhance CT technology

With the new Picture Archiving Communication System (PACS), radiolo-
gist Dr. Jack McCann can send complex digital information from the CT 
scanner and other diagnostic imaging equipment to specialists anywhere.
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Over 
9,000 scans have 

been completed on 
the new CT Scanner 

since December 
2005.

The Foundation 
has received more 
than $480,000 in 
gifts of publicly 

traded securities 
in the last 24 

months.

Since 1986, the 
Foundation has 

transferred more 
than $22 million to 

the hospital.
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By now, most of the South Muskoka community has heard 
something about The Picture of Health campaign Ð the 
fundraising initiative to pay for the new CT scanner and 
facilities upgrade at the South Muskoka Memorial Hospi-
tal Site in Bracebridge.

Everyone - from ten-year-old Rachel Tilson (who raised 
funds by knitting headbands) to large corporations with 
operations in Muskoka Ð has recognized the value of 
up-to-date technology like CT and supported the cause in 
droves. To date, more than $4.8 million has been raised.

ÒThe community recognizes the impact of giving to their 
hospital,Ó says J. Douglas Lamb, Chair of the South 
Muskoka Hospital Foundation (SMHF). ÒThey know that 
we need up-to-date technology to keep our hospital viable 
and to attract quality healthcare practitioners. They recog-
nize that this is essential technology that better equips our 
physicians to save lives. And they know that the future of 
our community depends on a strong hospital.Ó

Colin Miller, Executive Director of the SMHF, 
confirms the generosity of the seasonal and 
year-round residents and businesses in South 
Muskoka and adds: ÒThe community has been 
extremely generous and, as a result, weÕve 
received a significant number and size of gifts. 
To date, weÕve received 13 gifts of over 
$100,000, 15 gifts from $50,000 to $99,999, 
36 gifts of $25,000 to $49,999 and 53 gifts of 
between $10,000 and $24,999.Ó

Paul Hammond, one of the co-chairs of The 
Picture of Health campaign cabinet, credits 
the hard work of his cabinet. ÒThey hit the 
pavement and got the word out. And the 
results show. IÕm proud that weÕve been able 
to move forward so quickly with this project. 
Having said that, thereÕs still a ways to go yet. 
I encourage anyone who hasnÕt provided a gift 
to the campaign to consider doing so now.Ó

The Foundation has been asked to continue 
their fundraising efforts to include an addi-
tional project that complements the CT tech-
nology. The Picture Archiving Communica-
tion System (PACS) enables the complex digi-
tal information gathered by the CT scanner 
and other diagnostic imaging equipment to be 
transmitted over long distances. PACS allows 
for various experts in distant locations to view 
digital imaging information and provide treat-
ment options. Other advantages of this system 
include reduced wait times and the elimination 
of the need for film, which requires storage, 
transportation by mail or courier, and can be 
lost or damaged.  

ÒAnything that helps our patients to receive 
faster and more accurate diagnoses and helps 
them obtain the best in healthcare,Ó says Ham-
mond, ÒthatÕs what we want too.Ó

Campaign home stretch 
incorporates new system 
to enhance CT technology

With the new Picture Archiving Communication System (PACS), radiolo-
gist Dr. Jack McCann can send complex digital information from the CT 
scanner and other diagnostic imaging equipment to specialists anywhere.
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Over 
9,000 scans have 

been completed on 
the new CT Scanner 

since December 
2005.

The Foundation 
has received more 
than $480,000 in 
gifts of publicly 

traded securities 
in the last 24 

months.

Since 1986, the 
Foundation has 

transferred more 
than $22 million to 

the hospital.



A Message from Colin Miller 
Executive Director,  South Muskoka Hospital Foundation 

PUT YOURSELF IN 

THE PICTURE OF HEALTH 
SOUTH MUSKOKA HOSPITAL FOUNDATION 
75 Ann Street, Bracebridge, Ontario  P1L 2E4

705.645.4400 ext. 193

Over the past year, the South Muskoka 
Hospital Foundation was able to continue 
to make a real difference in the lives of 
our patients because of the generous 
support from our community.  

It was another year of record breaking 
support.  Our Annual Campaign and Capi-
tal Campaigns both achieved record 
revenues while the Dave Ellis Pro-Am 
Golf Tournament celebrated 21 consecu-
tive years of golfers spending a day on the 
links supporting South Muskoka Hospital 
Foundation.  There were many other third-party events and fundraisers -- too numerous 
to list here -- that all contributed to making 2007 one of our best fundraising years ever.

These fundraising successes have enabled the Foundation to transfer more than $2.1 
million to the Hospital over the last 12 months.  Without this funding there are patient 
care and clinical programs and equipment that would otherwise not be available. Most 
importantly, we continue to use your funds efficiently.  We are proud that our fundrais-
ing costs are among the lowest in the industry, making South Muskoka Hospital Foun-
dation stand out as one of the most efficient fundraising organizations in Canada.

The achievements of the past year allow us to move forward with full force toward 
accomplishing even more in support of healthcare in South Muskoka.  The 
Foundation’s Board of Directors has recently committed to a five-year strategic plan 
that continues to position healthcare philanthropy as a top priority for our growing 
community.

Thank you for your donations that are helping South Muskoka Hospital Foundation to 
achieve its mission:  To support the improvement of healthcare in South Muskoka for 
permanent and seasonal residents.

J. Douglas Lamb
Chair

George Reid
Vice-Chair

Chris Gun-Munro
Treasurer

Jeanette Eland
Director

George Edwards
Director

Helen Fox
Director

Guy Gagnon
Director

Jeff Hodges
Director

Barry Lockhart
Director

Beverley McCarthy
Director

Margaret Michalsk i
Director

Kent Phillips
Director

Cathie Turner
Director
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Special 
Fundraising Events

The Muskoka Transport Spare Tires 
hockey team gives annually to the 
Foundation from proceeds raised at 
their annual hockey tournament. 
Here, team members Kevin Chilvers 
(back row, left) and Jamie Beard-
more (back row, right) are shown 
with Mary Wilkins, volunteer with 
the Hospital Auxiliary, and Colin 
Miller.

Muskoka Transport staff members 
Jacky Finlayson (left) and Kelly 
Hammond (right) recently presented 
Colin Miller with the final payment of 
their pledge to The Picture of Health 
campaign comprised of proceeds from a 
variety of fundraising events.

The River Rats (a team 
comprised of SMMH staff) 
donate the proceeds to the 
Foundation from their 
various fundraising efforts 
throughout the year includ-
ing their Bike-a-thon, the 
Dragon Boat Races and 
50/50 draws.

Mark King, Gore Mutual Insurance 
Company (left) and Adam Shier, A.W. 
Shier Insurance Brokers (second from 
right) and Mike McKinnon, Gore 
Mutual Insurance Company (right) 
present a cheque to Foundation Chair, 
J. Douglas Lamb (second from left) for 
The Picture of Health campaign on 
behalf of A.W. Shier Insurance Brokers 
& Gore Mutual Insurance Company 
Foundation.

The Town of Bracebridge, 
represented by Mayor Don 
Coates (left), presents a 
cheque to Campaign 
Co-Chair Paul Hammond 
to support The Picture of 
Health campaign.

Name______________________________________________ 

Address ____________________________________________ 

City________________________________________________ 

Province _______________Postal Code __________________

Telephone___________________________________________ 

All donations are tax deductible and will be receipted. 
Registered Charitable No. 11915 7998 RR00011

Cheque enclosed 

Please charge my VISA 

Please charge my Mastercard

Please charge my American Express 

Cardholder Name_____________________________ 

Card Number ________________________________ 

Expiry Date _________________________________ 

Please send me information on making a gift in my will 
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$25    $50   $100   $250 

$500   other $_________

My (our) cheque is enclosed in the amount of: 
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 Please discontinue future mailings 
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By now, most of the South Muskoka community has heard 
something about The Picture of Health campaign – the 
fundraising initiative to pay for the new CT scanner and 
facilities upgrade at the South Muskoka Memorial Hospi-
tal Site in Bracebridge.

Everyone - from ten-year-old Rachel Tilson (who raised 
funds by knitting headbands) to large corporations with 
operations in Muskoka – has recognized the value of 
up-to-date technology like CT and supported the cause in 
droves. To date, more than $4.8 million has been raised.

“The community recognizes the impact of giving to their 
hospital,” says J. Douglas Lamb, Chair of the South 
Muskoka Hospital Foundation (SMHF). “They know that 
we need up-to-date technology to keep our hospital viable 
and to attract quality healthcare practitioners. They recog-
nize that this is essential technology that better equips our 
physicians to save lives. And they know that the future of 
our community depends on a strong hospital.”

Colin Miller, Executive Director of the SMHF, 
confirms the generosity of the seasonal and 
year-round residents and businesses in South 
Muskoka and adds: “The community has been 
extremely generous and, as a result, we’ve 
received a significant number and size of gifts. 
To date, we’ve received 13 gifts of over 
$100,000, 15 gifts from $50,000 to $99,999, 
36 gifts of $25,000 to $49,999 and 53 gifts of 
between $10,000 and $24,999.”

Paul Hammond, one of the co-chairs of The 
Picture of Health campaign cabinet, credits 
the hard work of his cabinet. “They hit the 
pavement and got the word out. And the 
results show. I’m proud that we’ve been able 
to move forward so quickly with this project. 
Having said that, there’s still a ways to go yet. 
I encourage anyone who hasn’t provided a gift 
to the campaign to consider doing so now.”

The Foundation has been asked to continue 
their fundraising efforts to include an addi-
tional project that complements the CT tech-
nology. The Picture Archiving Communica-
tion System (PACS) enables the complex digi-
tal information gathered by the CT scanner 
and other diagnostic imaging equipment to be 
transmitted over long distances. PACS allows 
for various experts in distant locations to view 
digital imaging information and provide treat-
ment options. Other advantages of this system 
include reduced wait times and the elimination 
of the need for film, which requires storage, 
transportation by mail or courier, and can be 
lost or damaged.  

“Anything that helps our patients to receive 
faster and more accurate diagnoses and helps 
them obtain the best in healthcare,” says Ham-
mond, “that’s what we want too.”

Campaign home stretch 
incorporates new system 
to enhance CT technology

With the new Picture Archiving Communication System (PACS), radiolo-
gist Dr. Jack McCann can send complex digital information from the CT 
scanner and other diagnostic imaging equipment to specialists anywhere.
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75 Ann Street, Bracebridge ON  P1L 2E4

Chief Executive Officer 
Muskoka Algonquin Healthcare

A Message from Barry Lockhart  

The generous support residents have shown to the South Muskoka Memorial Hospital Site over the years has been unwavering.  Your donations 
have raised millions of dollars, most recently in support of the highly successful The Picture of Health campaign.   

That community support has allowed Muskoka Algonquin Healthcare (MAHC) to acquire a much needed CT Scanner and complete a compre-
hensive renovation to our diagnostic imaging (DI) department that has already paid dividends through greatly enhanced patient care.  

We are now preparing to move into the next phase of development in the DI department as we convert our entire organization to a digital imaging 
system, commonly known as PACS (Picture Archiving and Communication System).  Both the Bracebridge and Huntsville Hospital Foundations 
are in full support of this exciting initiative.   

Education has always been a focus for our organization, but it took on a whole new meaning this past year as MAHC welcomed the first group 
of students from the Northern Ontario School of Medicine.  The six students completed an eight-month placement by working side by side with 
MAHC physicians and other allied health professionals to gain valuable hands-on experience.  

The program is a key component of the studentsÕ curriculum, but it also has the potential to play a significant role in MAHCÕs recruitment 
strategy.  ItÕs hoped that by exposing students to our facilities and communities, it will dramatically increase the likelihood that they will choose 
to set up their practice here upon graduation.

The students have also seen first hand the success of the Family Health Teams (FHT) established in our area, which bring together different 
healthcare providers under a single umbrella group to coordinate the highest possible quality of healthcare for patients. The Cottage Country 
FHT, which serves residents in Bracebridge, Gravenhurst and surrounding communities, is a prime example of how this team approach to 
primary healthcare services can make a positive impact on the quality of care.

ItÕs important to recognize that the way healthcare services are provided is constantly evolving.  Better treatments mean faster healing and less 
time in hospital.  New equipment can accomplish routine tasks in minutes instead of hours or days.  There is also a greater degree of coordination 
of services and cooperation between hospitals that springs from the fact that not every hospital can provide all services to everyone.  

While there are basic services that all hospitals should provide, there is also tremendous benefit to centralizing certain services to particular sites.  
While this may translate into additional travel for some patients, it also creates centres of excellence with enhanced expertise and appropriate 
levels of care.

MAHCÕs commitment to enhancing the quality of patient care remains a constant financial 
challenge, especially when costs to provide those services often escalate faster than the dollars 
coming in.  

2008 has been a challenging year for many Ontario hospitals struggling to strike a balance 
between fiscal responsibility and appropriate service levels.  MAHC continues to seek out new and 
more efficient ways to provide the high level of service to the communities we serve, while 
working closely with our funding partners, the Ministry of Health and Long-Term Care and the 
North Simcoe Muskoka Local Health Integration Network.

While financial uncertainty is a recurring theme among most hospitals, we are grateful that so too 
is the generous support provided to our organization through the South Muskoka Hospital Founda-
tion (SMHF).  Once again, thank you for your ongoing support of MAHC through the SMHF.  We 
remain committed to our mission of ÔProudly serving our communities through quality health-
careÕ. 
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75 Ann Street, Bracebridge ON  P1L 2E4

Chief Executive Officer 
Muskoka Algonquin Healthcare

A Message from Barry Lockhart  

The generous support residents have shown to the South Muskoka Memorial Hospital Site over the years has been unwavering.  Your donations 
have raised millions of dollars, most recently in support of the highly successful The Picture of Health campaign.   

That community support has allowed Muskoka Algonquin Healthcare (MAHC) to acquire a much needed CT Scanner and complete a compre-
hensive renovation to our diagnostic imaging (DI) department that has already paid dividends through greatly enhanced patient care.  

We are now preparing to move into the next phase of development in the DI department as we convert our entire organization to a digital imaging 
system, commonly known as PACS (Picture Archiving and Communication System).  Both the Bracebridge and Huntsville Hospital Foundations 
are in full support of this exciting initiative.   

Education has always been a focus for our organization, but it took on a whole new meaning this past year as MAHC welcomed the first group 
of students from the Northern Ontario School of Medicine.  The six students completed an eight-month placement by working side by side with 
MAHC physicians and other allied health professionals to gain valuable hands-on experience.  

The program is a key component of the studentsÕ curriculum, but it also has the potential to play a significant role in MAHCÕs recruitment 
strategy.  ItÕs hoped that by exposing students to our facilities and communities, it will dramatically increase the likelihood that they will choose 
to set up their practice here upon graduation.

The students have also seen first hand the success of the Family Health Teams (FHT) established in our area, which bring together different 
healthcare providers under a single umbrella group to coordinate the highest possible quality of healthcare for patients. The Cottage Country 
FHT, which serves residents in Bracebridge, Gravenhurst and surrounding communities, is a prime example of how this team approach to 
primary healthcare services can make a positive impact on the quality of care.

ItÕs important to recognize that the way healthcare services are provided is constantly evolving.  Better treatments mean faster healing and less 
time in hospital.  New equipment can accomplish routine tasks in minutes instead of hours or days.  There is also a greater degree of coordination 
of services and cooperation between hospitals that springs from the fact that not every hospital can provide all services to everyone.  

While there are basic services that all hospitals should provide, there is also tremendous benefit to centralizing certain services to particular sites.  
While this may translate into additional travel for some patients, it also creates centres of excellence with enhanced expertise and appropriate 
levels of care.

MAHCÕs commitment to enhancing the quality of patient care remains a constant financial 
challenge, especially when costs to provide those services often escalate faster than the dollars 
coming in.  

2008 has been a challenging year for many Ontario hospitals struggling to strike a balance 
between fiscal responsibility and appropriate service levels.  MAHC continues to seek out new and 
more efficient ways to provide the high level of service to the communities we serve, while 
working closely with our funding partners, the Ministry of Health and Long-Term Care and the 
North Simcoe Muskoka Local Health Integration Network.

While financial uncertainty is a recurring theme among most hospitals, we are grateful that so too 
is the generous support provided to our organization through the South Muskoka Hospital Founda-
tion (SMHF).  Once again, thank you for your ongoing support of MAHC through the SMHF.  We 
remain committed to our mission of ÔProudly serving our communities through quality health-
careÕ. 
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Demand for hometown treatment grows at Oncology Clinic
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